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Ar a legal Meeting of the Tubabitants of the Town of Standiſh, 


'Vored, nem. con. That the 2 of the ſaid town be „ 10 


the Venerable. Counciland that a copy... of 8 Charge, and 


Right Hand of Felloa:ſip, be requeſted id for abe E 


And that John Deane, #/q:.. Deacon ae Philbrick, and Mr. 
John 9 » be 4 Commulice for aid purpeſe. 
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Fear not, little flock for it is your Father's good lea 
ſure to give on the kmguom... 
ee HE wiſdbm and goodneſs of God have Been equally 
9 1 


5 - , a 1 : c F 
3 5 | 
V . 3 1 a. = 
. . Ln Luk ; XII: 32. 3 
* 1 W -. 1 
, * * * of 4 ou fg * 


diſplayed, in the inſticution and in the preſervation of his 
church. It has continued unſhaken by the revolu- 
tions of the world, or the violence of. its enemies. 
And we are affured on the higheſt authority, that they never ſhall 
prevail ES.” This affufance our Lord gave his diſciples, © 
in a public:adereſs to them, before a vaſt aſſembly of. people. 
On this occaſion our Lord gave all his diſciples a charge, ſimilar 
to that Which he had given to his choſen apoſtles: . As they were 
all to go forth and affiſt in-ſpreading the goſpel; it ſeemed proper. | 
that they Mould be guided by the ſame directions, ſpirited. by the 


ſame encouragements, and quickened by the ſame motives. 


Be) 


Having warned them againſt all deceit and hy! ocriſy in their 
miniſtrations, from a conſideration of an ever E 5 and venera- 
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entertaining parables. The general deſign of theſe was, to guard 
his diſciples againſt the dangerous influence of ſtrong worldly at- 
tachments,and to caution them againſt anxious cares and fears about 
the world. The former he did, by giving a lively picture of thoſe, 
whoſe affections were wholly engroſſed by things of ſenſe; and 
the latter, by the confideration of God's providence, whichis ſo 
extenſive and perfect, as to comprehend all his works, extending 
from the greateſt ro the leaſt and weakeſt of his creatures. 
He taught them that the great Father: Almighty” had every fin. 
gle being in his hand and keeping — that there is nothing expoſed 
to the caprice of fortune; but that- all things are abſolutely ſub- 
jected to his will! This idea of a divine providence, affords afirin 

fou ndation for rational truſt and confidence in God, which is a no- 
ble exerciſe of the mind, and which furniſhes us; at all times, witn 

the ſtrongęſt moti ves to perſevere in the faithful diſcharge of ourduty. 


Having thus prepared the way, he calls on them in the encou- 
dag language of the text Fear not, little flock; for it is 
Jour ather's good pleaſure to give you the kingdom.” — Which I 

ndllfgndeavor to illiftrate and improve for our mutual benefit, on 


* 


the preſent occaſion. 2 


BP: 1 be. ſmall number of Chriſt's profeſſed followers at that time, 
andofthoſe who are his declared and real diſciples at the preſent day, 
Will juſtify the term, ©little flock ;“ yet there is no room to fear 
the totaFextirpation of his church; for it is the Father's good 
pleaſure to give you the kingdom.“ Herein conſiſted the fofce 
of the argument againſt anxiety about the continuance of the 
chriſtian - kingdom, that as God had eſtabliſhed an everlaſting 
kingdom, to which all the faithful followers of Jefus Chriſt were 
deſtined, he would not withhold the neceſſaries of the preſent 
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life; and the ſame providence: would furnifh the 2quifites means 
far the edification of the church, and Aan e ap W for 
his heavenly kingdom. 


Whether we ſuppoſe TIL "Wet in the text tefers to ths ſubjects 
gained to chriſtianity, and ſo to building up a kingdom or church 
on earth, or to a glorious kingdom which ſhall ſucceed to that on 
earth, ot to both ; it may in either caſe, be ſtiled a gift. He eſta- 
bliſhes the end, and furniſhes the requiſite means for attaining it. 
As they are made heirs of Sta kingdom that cannot be moved”, 
cannot be deſtroyed by inteſtine broils or foreign invaſion, nor 
loſt by any defect in the title, they will be preſerved unto, and put 
into poſſeſſion of it. And the conflicts they meet with on the 
way will all conſpire to enhance its glory, to e Sn refine che 
md for {ypenor- happineſs. | 


The kingdom which is the gift of God aal bis Son; is bog 

. ded. on a rock that can neither moulder by time, nor be ſnaken by 

the tempeſt. Its real and faithful members are ſecure under his 

aternal care. In the way ef duty they may reſt aſſured of his 

| Jupport and protection ; and that they ſhall not want. AY, . 
that is really, or will be finally, ns for them. 


The love of God to his people, is not that variable ad fuctui- 
ting thing which we find in ourſelves, or ſee. in others.. *-*Thoſe 
ow he loves he loves to the end.“ Happy for us, it is a gift, free- 

ly beſtowed. . Forcible, indeed, was the Apaltte's reaſoning Since 

God"<ſpared not his: own Son, but delivered him up f r us all 
1 ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things?“ The 
eſtabliſhment of God's kingdom on earth, Preparatory to that of 
Slory, was not put on the precariqus condition of man's obedi. | 
ence. eit was the Father $ good pleaſure to give it.“ It Was the 


. af) PIR of ars 9 and goodneſs. © OO — 
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Thie reatneſs and extent of this gift will more fully” appear, 
by inquiring; what is intended by the kingdom. 


Contemplate for a moment the innumerable millions of our 


race who were edſlaved to fin, and condemned by the law, ſnatched 


from ruin and made heirsof a kingdom, where are rivers of plea- 
ſure forever The ſuperb idea furniſhes ſome conceptions of what 
God has done for thoſe who love him, to wkich no alluſions can 
do ample juſtice. God; the glorious governor of the univerſe 


which he has ereated; who delights in the happineſs of his crea- 


tures, has erected a ſpecial kingdom, or polity, among rational be- 


ings. This kingdom is to be compoſed of the excellent, wiſe and 
virtuous, collected frorn all parts of his vaſt dominion. N 


ES 44 


Our feiere hes ng diſqualified: e fog anjopmeut 5 
in this collective ſtate of moral excellence, i it became neceſſary to 


prepare them for the ſociety and enjoyment of purer ſpirits, by a 


courſe of moral diſcipline and inſtruction. God has been pleaſed 


to ſend his Son into the world, to prepare the way for this reno- 


vation of the human character; and to give the utmoſt aſſurance 


that his great deſign, with regard to mankind, is, to prove and 


diſcipline them in this world, in ofder to eſtabliſh them in the ha- 
bits ot virtue, to refine their powers, by a due ſubmiſſion and o- 


bedience, to à conformity to his perfections to promote the moſt 
kind and friendiy harmony among them, by wee a. bare 


and extenſive ſpirit of benevolenee to one another. 


joyment, it is the purpoſe of the benevolent Father of the uni- 


verſe to raiſe them from the dead; and to ſettle them among pure 


andhappy ſpirits; in his kingdom above, that — may forever re- 
and be partakers 


fide/in à moſt — with them, and 
5 5 | _ In 1 


- He has alfo-affured vs, by the moſt inconteſtibleevidence, char, | 
being thus qualified for the moſt perfect ſtate of "ſociety and en- 
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| magnificent kingdom which ſhall incorporate, in Re IE: * = 


gree of light. This difference in the means and privileges of a 
religious nature has occaſioned a great diverſity of ſentimgats, 
modes and outward forms of religion, all aiming at the ſame end. 


wherever the genuine effects of religion. in the heart have appear- 


| po ty ages, and in the days of the 'prophets, or. under. the 
brighter fun of the goſpel. So that the principles of the king- 
dom of God on earth, and the object of. all religious inſtitutions 
have ever been the ſune and the effect has been fimilar — 
them all, as to all-the eſſential r of religion. „ 


The plan ofithickiegdom, which wes Mädün tie lieg ebkion 
Un to Adam, and enlarged tro the : ſucceeding diſpenſation 
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In Ws ta refine human nature, and to fir men tis . 


aſſociation of pure and excellent ſpirits, in the prepared manſions, 1 
and the immenſe regions of bliſs, God has been pleaſed to erett a Wo 
kingdom or polity: on earth, which is the goſpel Kare... This is ſti- I th 
led the kingdom of God, and the kingdom of heaven, on accouut e. 

of the complete ſyſtem of moral diſcipline and improvement which | yt 
it Was deſigned to carry on in the world. This kingdom, which | -be 


God has been pleaſed to erect on earth, is ſimilar in: its nature, - all 


ſubordinate and preparatory-in its operations, to that grand and | ou 


7 all virtuous and eee 2 3 1 
To carry into effect the great deſigns ot Aivine an in | PE 
the recovery of our lapſed race, and to conſprtthem with happier 15 


beings, has been the great object of all religious inſtitutions. The 
form of theſe has varied in the different ages of the world; and 


different nations in the ſame age have not enjoyed the ſame de- 


As the object of them n fame, ſo the effects, 


ed, have been the {ame alſo. Men of piety in the antediluvian 
world t dran into the-ſame- ſpirit” with thoſe who: lived in the 


which 


. 
. 


7 
— 


Ax ORDINATION, SERMON. 370 


2 whinhe God. gave to the world, metived i its 8 in the in- 
troduction of the chriſtian kinzdom, 


The external ordinances of 
the goſpel kingdom are few and ſimple—calculated to lead to, and 
reach the, great end, the advancement of piety and virtue. The 


ſyitem of chriſtian morals contained in the goſpel, exhibits a moſt 


beautiful aſſemblage of all virtue, a rational ſcheme complete in 
all its parts, and perfectly conſonant to our ſtate and condition, to 


dur relation to God our common parent, and to one another as 


brethren; and is divinely accommodated to us as mortal dying 
| creatures, by bringing life and immortality to light thus lead- 
ing us to view the kingdom of God in this world only as prepa- 
ratory to the univerſal reign of n truth and peace, in 
his kingdow Abore.. $a | ; 


This notion of the fe Maw 4 perpubethy hingdow; fur- 


/ Hiſhes us with ſeveral reflections, ſuitable to the preſent occaſion, 
4 


"It lay to our view the great objects of the chriſtian miniſtry— 
the mͤſt uſeful manner of conducting it and * manner in which 


; it 1 00 received. 


. 


e When ou⸗ Lord firſt lea oiihts miniſtry rhe proclaimed the 
approach of a new ſyſtem of religion, the dodrines, precepts and 
Anttitution -whereol, were ſtlled a kipgdom, as they compriſ- 
. a conſtitutiop, and complete code of laws, ſor the regulation 
and government of all who ſhould become the ſubjects of it, and 
ihe! entitled to its promiſed blefſings.”. As his miniſtry was to be 


at of thart duration, arid" the affairs of his kingdom required that 


an order of men be appointed to tranſact them in his name; eit 


* the. athens good pleaſure to give t them the kingdom.“ 


42 Accordiagly the goſpel, the whole diſpenſation of grace, was li- 


-xerally, 8 Jen to the Arm to be by tem diſpenſed 3 
: world. 


— * 
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| works, As they had the honor of. being the prime Altigen in 


rhis kingdom, may were carefully to commit the fame to faithful: 


wen ; and were affured of ſu pport and protection, fo long as they 
acted worthy: of their charaRter, and. in the end a crown unfad- 


ing glory. 


The eſtablimment af an dll of men to cranlact the affairs of 

chis Kingdom may be conſidered as included in the gift of it. 
What their office is, and how they are to diſcharge the duties of 
it, may be gathered from char of the choſen. apoſtles, who were 


ſent to plant the religion o? Chriſt in the world, and to be his wit 
neſſes among all nations. In the diſcharge of this important truſt, 
they diſcovered an unexampled zeal, accounting all 1 but 


laſs ſor the excellency ol che knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus,” 


"'As the miniſterial office grows out of the apobibtic eta? ; 
and is ficmilar to that, ſo we may thence follow the faithful miaii- 
ter in the diſcharge of his duty, as an officer in this. * Pre- 
paratory kingdom. 


In doing this, 1 wiſh: not to be conſidered as Attatoral' but 


only as conſidering the duties of the office, which appear to wiſe 
from the natute and deſign of it. It is to be preſumed that any 
one who ſuffers himſelf cs to be clothed with the office of à miniſter 


in the kingdom 


his fellow creatures, and 3 thoſe h kis . 
try will be near his heart. 9 


- Miniſters of the goſpel are filed emden Chrit, nit ſene- 
to negociate a treaty of peace with a revolted world, in his name 
*to beſeech finners, i in Chrift's ſtead, to be reconciled to God. 
and to endeavor to build up. his kingdom i in the world by promo- 
ting 


of Chriſt: will feel an attachment to it that the 
honor and intereſt of the Redeemer kingdom, in the ſalvation of 
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ting the knowledge and practice oſ religion among men. 1 


can we do this ſo well as by explaining the method of reconcilia- 
tion unfolding the bleſſings and terms of the goſpel covenant, 


and by urging them to come and lay hold on the hope that is ſet 


before them, and to adorn their proſeſſion by a heavenly temper 
and holy life? fr OE Ly iy, 0, 


.  Mioiſters are ſtiled paſtors, teachers, and guides. And how can 
they act as ſuch, but by feeding the flock of God with wholſome 
food. leading them to his green paſtures, where refreſhing waters 
gently low—guiding them in the paths of peace, and truth, and 
-holineſs—aiding them in the acquiſition of thoſe divine qualities 
which conſtitute the chriſtian character, and are neceſſary to pre- 


pare for heavenly felicity ? This cannot be done by teaching 
men how to diſpute and wrangle, but to live well; not by bringing | 


men over to any particular profeſſion, and contending blindly ani 
fiercely for that; as if they muſt then be good chriſtians of covurſe.; 
but it muſt be effected by gaining them to Chriſt, and to the love 
fn erſüt goes. 


If we always bear on mind that we are workers together with the 
Son of God, in the recovery of a loſt world, we ſhall, both in com- 


mon conduct, and in preaching, endeavor to pleaſe all men fo far, 
and no further, than is for good to edification.“ The * 2 of - 


ords a 


Jeſus, clearly defcribed, and fairly exemplified in the life, a 


beautiful aſſemblage of every thing excellent and praiſe worthy. We 
_ , beſt anſwer the end of our appointment, when we do moſt towards 

the inſtruction, reſtoration and comfort of his people. The field 

of moral ſcience is vaſtly extenſive, and affords an almoſt infinite 


diverſity of ſubjects. Thoſe of a practical nature may perhaps be 


conſidered . as the moſt uſeful, when urged by the motives: of the 
goſpel. ' Whatever be our ſubject, our hearers will be little edifi- 
ed, unleſs method be obſerved in our public diſcourſes. The-ear 


may 
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may be tickled with loud und vociforous harrangues<the' favicy the 
may be pleaſed with the fine pictures, or bold ſtrokes of the ima- wh 
„ but a cloſe, methodical, and well digeſted diſcourſe, ſuita- me 
ly pointed to the conſcience, is alone ſuited to Antes che un- 

derſtanding, and amend the heart. Sts bb | bo 
FE of” 
*- + +» Suchlia the variety of inſtances, . wherein an official — — in the 
the chtiſtian kingdom may render himſelf uſeful to its ſubjects, as the 
'0 make it impoſſible. to name them all. To eſtabliſh, ina conciſe to 
and clear manner, the truth of chriſtianity to unfold its doctrines me 
and duties in a familiar manner, and forcibly. to urge them upon opi 
the conſciences of men To teprove, rebuke and exhort, with all the 
longſuffering, without perfonat: invective to bear a faithful teſti< der 
mohy againſt vice in all its forms, both in public and private, with hin 
"fuch prudence as to win? people; and not offend them to viſit | 
the ſick-profitably, & adminiſter conſolation to the afflicted & to 28 
*<watch untp all things” relative to perſonal conduct; and minifte= - ſen! 
rial duty— To do all this faithfully; requires the exerciſe of much ver. 
judgment, as well as much acquired, knowledge. But to do it | bly 
: with dignity and propriety, will be the «moſt probable method of the 
encreaſing the Redeemer's kingdom on earth, and adding ro tbe req 
number of that countleſs throng who never ceaſe to ſing his praiſe. add 
| T he manner in which the chtiſtian- miniſtry: ſhould be received _ | 100. 
| ariſes out-of the nature and defigs. of-its- appointment, . his: 

i "EY" 
| | The gift of the miniſtry was for the edification of the ek, edu 
* But if men will not put themſelves in the way of being edified; the 8 
| end will be in a great meaſure loſt. It was a wiſe appointment of od 
| . _ God, icrthegoodof men, to ſet apart one day in ſevenfor religious 55 ' 
* purpoſes and to appoint expoſitors of the law, who-might. explain WM a 
and urge it upon the'ajembled-people.;; But if they «orfake the aſ- con 


a Go na, of themſelves together, as the manner of ſoa many. 5 or if - 
) 4 they 
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ü they do not exerciſe their powers, in ſodging of, and applying, - TY 
whar they hear, how do og defear the 82 90 of the PR = 
ment? * Z 


© 


0 ſpeak a 48 RE: men, 1 ye 1 1 fly. „If it be os a 


of miniſters in the chriſtian- kingdom, to addreſs divine truths to 
. the reaſonable powers of men, does it not imply an obligation; en 
their part, both to attend or the public inſtitutions of religion, & 
to Exerciſe their beſt faculties in judging of what they hear not 
merely to determine whether what they hear is agreeable to the 
opinion they have already imbibed, but that they may apply it to 
their own practical improvement, ſo far as it appears ecorreſpon- 
dent to ſcripture. As every one muſt believe and ADs” vor”: 


himſelf ; ſo muſt he enquire and examine for himſelf. - 


In the exereiſe of this right, great care mould be cakenifae the 


ſenſes do not impoſe on the underſtanding. + It is, perhaps, not 
very uncommon; for bold aſſe rtions 'to-ſtrike the ſenſes ſo forci- 


bly as to paſs for ſtrong reaſon; or for canting to be received as 
the weight of argument. Im order to hear profitably, then, it is 
uiſite to diſtinguiſh carefully between thoſe things which are 


addreſſed to the paſſions, and thoſe offered to the underſtanding and 


judgment. In the courſe of preaching, miniſters may advance 
ſome ſentiments which-will nor be agreeable to thoſe of ſome of 


his hearers, and in a congregation of people, of different ages and 
educations, it is to be expected there will be a-diverſity of ſenti- 


ments. But with the prudent and the candid, this will never be 
the occafivn' of angry controverſy. This will be the inevitable ef- 
fect, however, if each conſiders his own ſentiments as the ſtandard: 


But if each will take the word of God for "the only ſtandard, 8 
conſider every one as having an equal right to examine and judge 


Wee, and that all are alike intereſted * in the event, they will 


learn, 
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-eath, amidſt the greateſt diverſity of opinions, .to-'*receive-one | 
Another in love as Chriſt received us to the glory-of God.“. to 
Again. True chriſtians, who exerciſe a due regard to Chriſt, will <a 
_ - have aſuitable regard to his miniſters. They will expreſs it, not fail 
by building their faith on thea uthority of men; but by a ſteady atten- un 
dance on their miniſtry--by treating them with due reſpect and atten- 
tlon, as miniſters of Chriſt.; and in every ſuitable way, ſtrengtben- illi 
ing their hands and encouraging their hearts; not leſſening their aut 
influence by any pointed marks of negle& or contempt, much leſs af 
by open oppoſition. By being workers together” with them, 
you may do much towards building: up the chriſtian kingdom, and 
have the happineſs of leaving your children in poſſeſſion of that in- 
eſtimable biefing. oe 25g 


In this view of the ſubjeft, may we not hail this as the happy 

day which “gives the kingdom” to the people of this Town, by 
tthe re- eſtabliſnment of the goſpel - miniſtry among them? May 
they receive as an aſcenſion giſt, this my young friend, of whom 1 
can bear an honorable teſtimony, and may this day, that inſtitutes 
him their miniſter, be the commencement of an happy union of af- 
fection, and of mutual friendſhip. May he devote himſelf to the 
. ſervice of Chriſt in his kingdom, with all ſincerity; and to the 
miniſtry in this part of it, with an ardent deſire to promote the beſt 
Intereſt of this people; and may their tender and affeRionate con- 2 
duct towards him leſſen the ills, and extend the uſefulneſs: of his life. 


Let this whole congregation conſider the privileges and advan- 
tages they enjoy as members of the chriſtian ſea. agg and re- 
member their accountableneſs for the uſe made of them. Immor- 

tals ! reflect that you are now in a ſtate of diſcipline that it is 
your Father's good pleaſure to give you the Kingdom“ of grace; 
And that it is yours to ſecure an intereſt in the kingdom of glory, 

1 | | : 0 


- * 
2 „ wa. + 


* 


* 


DS 


Aw ORDINATTON SERMON: ox” 


to which he calls you by the goſpel, and which he will beftow on⸗ 
ly on thoſe who are faithful unto the death.—Awful, indeed, muſt 
be their condition, who, by an abuſe of ſuch exalted privileges, 
fail of the promiſed bleſſings l More dreadful ſtill the caſe of the 
> unfaichful miniſter, when the great Judge of all calls him to render- 
red an account of his miniſtry, -May the wiſdom that is from abov 
* i ee 10 eee e duty, and guide 
. Paths of blinels ²˙ w 
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THE, God of all grace and giver of every good gift having, as we truſt, 
4A: endowed you, on whom our hands are now laid, with ſuch. meaſures 
of the graces, and gifts of his Holy Spirit, as qualify you for the ſervice of 
Chriſt, and his church, in the work and office of the goſpel miniſtry; Hav- 
ing alſo opened a door for your induction and entrance into this work and 
office, by inclining the church and people in this place to invite you to un- 
dertake the paſtoral care of them; and inElining you to accept this their 


invitation, and freely offer yourſelf to this great work and ſervice— 


We apprehending that you. are.called by Chriſt, the ſupreme . head and 


Biſhop of the Church, to the miniſterial and paſtoral office in and overſthis his 


in ordaining others to the miniſterial and poſtoral office who ſhall appear 
to be duly qualified for, and called to it; and, in a word, attend to all the 
duties of a miniſter of Chriſt, and-ſteward-of the myſteries of God, whether 


public or private, to which you may be called from time to time. 


flock, Do now ng name, and by his authority, Ordainand ſeparate you 
and declare you t 
ſacred office and work; inveſted with the authority, and laid under the ob- 


ligations, of an elder, 


validly and regularly ordained and ſeparated to this 


paſtor, or Biſhop, of the church, to | adminiſter goſ- 


pel ordinances for its edification: | 


Particularly you are authoriſed and bound to adminiſter «the - ordinances 


of worſhip and inſtruction; to give yourſelf to prayer, and. the miniſtry of 
the word; and to bleſs the people of the Lord in his name; and apply 


the ſeals or tokens of the covenant to proper ſubjets— 3 
Vou are alſo authorized and bound, as the preſident or overſeer of this 


Church, to maintain that government and order in the houſe of God which 


he has preſcribed; adminiſtring the ordinances of diſcipline, as there ſhall 


be occaſion; admoniſhing, and, with the conſent of the church, cenſuring, 


and rejecting ſcadalous and impeni tent offenders; forgiving and reſtoring 


ſuch as are penitent, in the ſpirit of meekneſs and charity 


Lou are alſo authorized and bound, as occaſions ariſe, to do your part 


the 


/[ 


Let 


Let then the ſolemn charge and exhortation which is now, in the name 
of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to be addreſſed and adminiſ- 
tred to you, in his preſence, and that of the ele& angels, and of this afſem- 
- bly, be attended to with holy and religious reverence ; and may it have an 
:abiding and powerful influence upon you—It ſhall be delivered chiefly in 
the language of ſcripture, which is quick and powerful to penetrate the 
- conſcience and heart of a chriſtian, writh an energy and authority peculiar 


„We charge you now, before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhal! 
e quick and the dead at his appearing and kingdom, that you take 

eed to this — which you have received of ihr Lord to fulfill ir. 
Take heed to yourſelf, and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hati1 
made you an overſeer, to feed the flock of God, which he hath purchaſe! 
. with-his own blood. As a paſtor after his own heart, feed his ſheep, and 


* 
* 


feed his lambs, with knowledge, and with underſtanding. | 


We charge and exhort you firſt of all, that ſupplications, prayers, in'er- 
ceſſions and giving of thanks be made for-all men. For this is good and 
; acceptable. in the ſight of God our Savior. And let theſe ſacrifices be of- 

fered with a pure heart, and with clean hands, without wrath or doubting. 


And preach the word; be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon 3 reprove, re- 


buke and exhort, with all long ſuffering and doctrine— Take heed to your 
doctrine, that you ſpeak as becomes the oracles of God In doctrine thei 


incorruptneſs, gravity; ſincerity, ſound ſpeech which cannot be condemned 


reach not: yourſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. Shun not to declare all 
the gounſel of God. Keep back nothing which may be profitable—eſpe- 
. Cially-teſtify'to all repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus 
1 ſhun fooliſh queſtions which miniſter not to godly edifying. 
Walk not in craftineſs, handle not the Word of God deceitfully, but by 
maniſeſtation of the truth commend yourſelf to every man's conſcience in 
the fight, of God. As a wiſe and faithful ſteward, give to every one his 


Portion in due ſeaſon As a faithful watchman warn the wicked uf his way 


that he turn from it, and ſo keep yourſelf pure from the blood of all men — 
7 Warn every man, and teach every man in all wiſdom : And while you ſtand 
Kat in the faith, and bear witneſs to the truth, affirm it conſtantly as a faith- 
dul ſaying, that they who have believed in God be careful to maintain good 


works Study to ſhew yourſelf approved of God, a workman that needeth 
Not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing, the word of truth. _ tts 260, 

We charge and exhort you that * alſo adminiſter the Sacraments all the 
„ | C ; ew 
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Nb Teſtacem, aecomding to the command ment of Ohriſt- I Baptt pro- 


feſſed helievers, with their children, im the name of the Father, and of thbe 
Son, and of the Hoy G hoſt Suffer little children in ꝙꝓartieular, and forbil 
them not to comeꝭto Chtiſt, fur vf ſuche is the kingdom of heaven. The 
promiſe is to them. They are holy. For if the root be holy, fo are ibe 
%ẽ ) ß „ TONE 4 
And adminiſter the Lord's Supper-to chtiſtians of an orderly converſa- 
tion, who appear capable and diſpofed to come to this ordinanee, and at- 
tend upon it in a religious and ꝓibus remembrance of Chriſt— But make a 


difference between the holy and profane and give not trat which is holy to dogs 
We alſo ex hort and charge von that you-faithfully maintain the govern- 
ment, and adminiſter the diſeipline which Chriſt has ordained for the cor- 
recting of diſorders, and removing of ſcandals vrhich may ariſe in thechuren. 
And herein be as bold as a lion, as wiſè a ſerpent, and as harmleſs agatove. 
E Them that fin febuke before all, thiat others alſo; may fear; but do mo- 
thing with partiality, raſhneſs, or uncharitableneſs Remember that your 
alithority is for edification, and not fer deſtruction- Lord not over God's 
heritage; nor uſurp dominion over the- faith or conſeienees of your brethren; 
but be a helper of their joy, and their ſentunt for Jeſus“ ſa ke. 
And the miniſtry which you receive this day before many witneſſes, the 
fame commit to faithful men, ho fflall be able alſo to teach otliers. But 


lay hands ſuddenly -o. ma n. „ 
And ſtudy. to maintain che unity of the Spirit in the bond of praee with 
all Who hold the head, and walk in. tite main according to the rule: of the 
goſpel, not judgiug or deſpiſing eee, vf doubtful diſputation. - 
Wie alſo exhort and charge you that you ſnewy yourſelt in all things a pat- 
tern of good works, and that you be an example to believers in Word, In 
converſation, in charity, in mo infaith, in pufity. Let your behavior 
be holy and unblamable in alf things, and as becometh theqgoſpel. While 
you ſhall ſtand as alight of the world, in this golden candleſtidk, det your 
ight ſhine before men, that they may ſee: your good works and glotify your 
Father who is in heaven- Be not. conformed to the world, but de blarneleſs 
and harmlefs, a child of God without rebuke uſe the world as not abuſing. 
it. Be temperate in all things, and let your moderation be knomm wall 
men. Be not greedy of filthy /lacre, nor given to much wine, and ee 
pyouthſul luſts- Let no corrupt communication proered outwofryouramouth, . 
nor any thing: which. is not oonvenient, and w eh would corrupt good man- 
""nets ; but chat vhich is good, to the uſe uf edify lng, that it may miniſter 
| | grace. 


e to the hearers.— Finally, whatſoever things are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, 
Joyely and of good report, if there be any virtue, it there be apy praiſs, unk 
of thele things. | | ee 
In the . eee arduous duties and trials on which you are 
entering, you may be ready to'fap, who is ſufficient for theſe things? But 
remember that your ſuſſicĩieney is of God. The grace of Chriſt is ſufficient 
for you—la dependance on his grace, and the ſupply of the. Spirit of Chriſt, 
we, finally, exhort and charge you, that you be not weary nor faint in your 
mind. But be ſtrong in the and in the power of his might. Put on 
the whole armour of God, war a warfare, quit ourſelf like a man, and 
iſt. 


endure hardineſs like a good ſoldier of Jeſus C Be ſtedfaſt and im- 


* & HAN R G E. 19 | 
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:moveable, always abounding in this good work of the Lord, to which you 

| baue devoted yourſelf. Be not ſlothful in bufineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, fer- 

eh. Vving the Lord. Neglect not, but ſtir up the gift that is in you—Meditate 

3 on theſe things, . 4x wholly, to them, that thy profiting may appear. 
1908 For to him that hath, mall be given. And pray without e ing to our hea- | 
i - venly Father, who will give his holy ſpirit to-them'that' aſk him, and reple- wal 
s a niſh them with his gifts and grace ift up then the hands that hang down, "1 
mn; and the feeble knees. Be not weary in well doing, for in due ſeaſon you 


the- ſhall reap, if you faint not. Be faithtulunto death, in the great truſt com- 


80 mitted to you, and the Lord will give you a crown of life. And when the 
t chief Shepherd ſhall appear, you Bal receive-a crown. of glory that fadeth 
th With the warmeſt wiſhes and hopes that your miniſtry may, by the bleſ- 
* ting of Ghriſt, be very happy to yourſelf, and this people, that ou and they 


may be a comfort to each other here, and a crown of rejoicing in the day of 
Chriſt Jeſus, we now moſt heartily bleſs you in the name of the Lord. Te 
hom we now commend you, any pa the word of his grace, who is able to 
duild you up, and give: you an inheritance among them. that are ſanctified. 
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common life, from time m memorial. 1h er 


"This action has been conſidered as 271 7 ve of 140 i 451 ze dſen 5 


Dor of congratulation on the e favours—or on induction 1010 


| 1 
offices of 1 importange. It. has been uſ d, alſq,;in concluding of bargains & 
contracts, às an Aſurance.and ? ate e ela, the u of pro- 
miſes and: Sahne ments. | 


1 tF18443 Are 


But its aF6prion i into eee 70 ious vs is not to be confidered ö 


as an innovation. It was uſed by the infpired Apoflles 'of dur Lord. 
When James, Cephas and Jbhn, who denen to be pillen perceiyed the 


grace of God, which was given unto Paul and Barnabas, that unto them 


Was grace given thai they thould preach to the Gentiles the unſearchabfe 


"riches of Chrift, they gave to them the right hand of fellowſhip.” * By 
; 85 1 . they ſignified thelr wats an? ol them as true ee 


of 


From this lo eee as e Moms: its wintare 3 An : 


acknowledged ſignifieancy, the Churches of Chriſt have been led to Ihe uſe 


of it at the ordination of the miniſters of Chriſt, And it is ordered; By the 


veuerable Council here convened, to be e by me, in the name of * 
the Paſtors. 


Therefort; dear fir, now. give you my-hand. And 1 Fido it as a e 5 
ol our ack nowledgment of vou, as a well inſtructed, regularly called, and 
now duly ordained miniſter of the Goſpel, and paſtor of this Church of 
Chriſt; poſſeſſing the ſame powers with us in the ſacred miniſtry.: Bidding . 


you a ſincere welcome into our order.; offering and claiming a mutual 
Cbriſtian. 


* 


TV NG, ths hand ae other i is a. ceremony - eee 


RIGHT HAND! OF FELLOWSHIP. 0. ar 


. Chriſtian fellowthip;/ and reciprocal aſſiſtance, between you and us, and he- 
Fee e e eee e eee 
SUCH erung en Ei n eie see 
And we cordially felicitate this Church and Chriſtian Society, oncthe ſa- 
cred tranſactions of this joyful day; which, after ſo many unſucceſsſul 
trials, has given you's paſtorp with ſo mucij har mony and. peace ; ſos which 
great head of the Church: May yourbesſeals-of hits miniſtry here, and his 


crowyn of rejoicing hereafter. 


7 s ; VVV 
And we are perſuaded conderniny your, odt dear brother, that you will be 
£ 2 fellow-keeper to the kingdom of God, and a comfort. unto us.” We 
pray that our hearts may be mutually comforted, being knit together in 
. „ ; 4 5 


141838 
: J 


May we, witk the ſtrickeſt union, and with true chriſtian fortitude, pro- 
ceed, and perſevere in the ſervice of our aſcended Lord; not accountin 
even our lives dear unto ourſelves:; 4+ that we may finiſh our courſe wit 
joy, and the miniſtry we have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſ- 
pel of the grace of Gd. 0 15 : 


Though e are, ſenſible of our own infufficiency,. we know where- we 
ought to look. tor” help in our arduous calling. : Your help and ours is in 
the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. He holds the ſtars in 
his right hand. And what he ſaid to St. Paul is for the encouragement of 
all his faithful miniſters, My grace is ſufficient for thee ; for my ſtrength 


is made perfect in weakneſs. 

And for our ſucceſs in our work, may the arm of the Lord be revealed; 
that we may not have occaſion to lament, and ſay, Who hath believed our 
report? we have laboured in vain, and ſpent our ſtrength for nought.”” It 
would be the ſoreſt trial to thoſe. miniſters who are ſenſible of the worth of 
immortal ſouls, to think that the preaehed word is not“ a Savour of life 
unto life to them, but of deat h unto death. 


But, to animate us to a chearful perſeverence in ous diligence and fidelity; 
; 52 "4 
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15 bj 2088 Jo ng 15 then, be upon *the-man.of God's right hand uf 
i he hath: made ſtrong or himſelf.” OS: Ep 
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